Rising Phoenix Game Club Constitution

ARTICLE I – Name and Purpose

1. The name of this Local Chapter of Game Base 7 will be Rising Phoenix.

2. The purpose of Rising Phoenix is threefold. 

a. To promote Game Base 7 as a whole.

b. To engage in gaming in all forms, except gambling.

c. To promote gaming in the greater Milwaukee and surrounding areas.

3. In the event that the Rising Phoenix constitution or bylaws do not satisfactorily resolve an issue brought against them, the issue will be referred to the Rising Phoenix Board of Officers and possibly referred to the Game Base 7 constitution or bylaws for additional rulings.

ARTICLE II – Membership

1. Membership in Rising Phoenix is open to any member of Game Base 7 in good standing or anyone, with an interest in gaming.

2. Each member will be entitled to one vote. Except in matters involving only GB7, then only GB7 members of Rising Phoenix will have a vote on the matter in question.

ARTICLE III – Governing Body and Officers

1. The governing body will consist of 5 or more elected officers.

2. Standing officers will include:

a. President

b. Vice-President

c. Secretary

d. Treasurer

e. Sergeant-at-Arms

ARTICLE IV – Adoptions and Amendments

1. The constitution and bylaws of Rising Phoenix will be adopted by a majority vote of the members at a regular chapter meeting. With a successful vote the constitution and bylaws of Rising Phoenix will be presented for acceptance by the Game Base 7 Board of Directors.

2. The constitution will be amended by the following process:

a. An amendment will be presented to the membership at large if the officers of Rising Phoenix receive

1) Written petition by at least ½ of all members.

2) Petition unanimously submitted by the officers.

3) Notice that this Constitution violates the Game Base 7 Constitution or Bylaws

b. Said petition will be presented at the next official scheduled meeting not to be less then 30 days or more then 6 months from the petitions submission.

c. The petition will come to a vote at the above mentioned meeting per Article IV Section 2b.

d. The petition will be adopted upon a 3/4 vote of the membership at large, written proxy votes will be counted, those members with no proxies or not present will be counted as no vote.

3. Amendments may be added to this document to repeal sections or parts of this Constitution, but such an amendment can not remove the written words or alter them.

ARTICLE V – Bylaws 

1. The bylaws shall be stated in a separate document.

2. The bylaws law shall be amended or added to by following the following steps.

a. A proposed changed must be submitted at an official chapter meeting and be sponsored by one of the chapters officers.

b. Should notice that the Rising Phoenix bylaws violate the Game Base 7 Constitution or bylaws, the Chapter will give notice to the membership and draft appropriate bylaw changes to void the violation

c. With a majority vote of the members and officers present the officers must notify the membership of the proposal. Then schedule a final vote on the change to take place at the next scheduled chapter meeting to be no less the 30 days or more then 6 months after the preliminary vote.

d. A majority vote of the members present or with written proxies will pass the change at the meeting named in Article V Section 2c.

ARTICLE VI – Dissolution  

1. In case of dissolution, whatever funds are contained in the treasury at the time will be used to satisfy any outstanding debts, liabilities, or obligations of Rising Phoenix.

2. The balance of monetary and material assets will be disposed of as determined by unanimous vote of the Officers and a 3/4 majority vote of the membership at large.

3. If a vote is not concluded within 3 months of the chapters dissolution the balance of monetary and material assets will be allocated to Game Base 7.

Bylaws of Rising Phoenix

ARTICLE I. Members

Section 1. Classes of Memberships: Rising Phoenix will have one class of membership called “active membership”.

Section 2. Qualification: Membership in Rising Phoenix is open to any member of Game Base 7 or anyone living a reasonable distance from Milwaukee Wisconsin as determined by the Rising Phoenix Board of Officers.

Section 3. Voting Rights: Each member is entitled to one vote on each matter submitted for a vote of the membership at large, unless pertaining directly to GB7, as stated in article 2 section 2 of the Rising Phoenix constitution.

Section 4. Termination of Membership: The Chapter, by affirmative vote of 2/3 of the membership at large, may suspend or expel a member for cause, and may, by a simple majority vote of those present at any meeting, terminate the membership of any member who becomes ineligible for membership.

Section 5. Resignation: Any member may resign by filing a written, signed resignation with the Chapter Officers; however the member resigning must still pay any debts owed to Rising Phoenix.

Section 6. Reinstatement:  Former members may be reinstated by paying dues and any past debts owed to Rising Phoenix, and by 2/3rds majority at a chapter meeting. Upon reinstatement they are required to fill out a member application or member update form. 

Section 7. Transfer of Membership: Membership in Rising Phoenix is not transferable or assignable.

ARTICLE II. Chapter Meetings.

Section 1. Notice of Meetings: Notice stating the date, time and place of any meeting shall be delivered, either personally, by mail, telephone or e-mail, to each member not less then seven (7) days before the date of such meeting, by or at the direction of the persons calling the meeting.  The purpose of any meeting shall be stated in the notice.  If mailed, the notice of a meeting is deemed delivered three (3) days after being delivered to the United States Postal Service, addressed to the member at their address as it appears in the records of Rising Phoenix, with proper postage affixed.

Section 2. Regular Chapter Meetings: Rising Phoenix will hold regular chapter meetings. These meetings will occur a minimum of once every quarter year and maximum of three times per two months. The Chapter Officers will approve the date, time and place of these meetings. 

Section 3. Special Meetings: The President, a majority of the Chapter Officers, or not less then one third of the membership may call special meetings of the members. The calling party may designate the date, time and place of a special meeting. Special meetings must state in their notice the reason for such a meeting. Any matters brought to a vote will stand until the next regular chapter meeting where they will be subject to review. Should during such a review the matter be voted down and not be reversible the original member who proposed the vote may be subject to disciplinary actions. This could count as cause as outlined in Article I Section 4 of the Rising Phoenix Bylaws, with the exception that a majority vote of the membership at large instead of 2/3 is all that is required.

Section 4. Quorum: Half of the officers and twenty (20) percent of the members where the total is 5 or greater, shall constitute a quorum at any chapter meeting.  A quorum is required to transact any business.  

Section 5: Proxies: At any meeting, a member may vote on specific agenda items by written proxy.   All proxies must list specific agenda items and must be dated. A proxy is valid for a maximum of three months from the date of origination. 

Section 6. Manner of Acting: A simple majority is required for the adoption of any matter, unless the Rising Phoenix Constitution or these Bylaws require a greater proportion.  

ARTICLE III. Chapter Officers.

Section 1. General Powers: The Chapter Officers will manage the affairs of Rising Phoenix and monitor the affairs under its control.

Section 2. Term of Office: The term of office of a Chapter Officers is two calendar years from October 1 to September 30 two years hence.

Section 3. Vacancies: Any vacancy occurring in the Chapter Officers will be filled by order of succession. Any vacancies remaining can be filled by calling for an emergency election to take place no sooner then 1 month or longer then 2 months from the date the vacancy was made. At a special chapter meeting a temporary replacement can be voted in by simple majority vote of those present to serve until the emergency election is held.  A replacement Officer so elected shall serve out the remainder of the original Officer’s term of office.

Section 4. Election: The Chapter Officers will be elected biennially, in the month of September. A candidate for office must be nominated by an active Rising Phoenix member. Each Rising Phoenix member may nominate only 1 candidate per position per election. Candidates may be nominated for multiple Officer positions but will be obligated to serve in the highest officer position in order of succession. Elections will be by secret ballot or proxy ballot conducted at a regular chapter meeting to be held in September of an election year.   

Section 5. Chapter Officer Eligibility: To be a Chapter Officer you must be an active Game Base 7 member in good standing for a minimum of one year and a current active member of Rising Phoenix. Once the chapter has existed for 4 years (or until September 1st 2009), the eligibility will be that to be a Chapter Officer you must be a Rising Phoenix member for a minimum of one year and be an active Game Base 7 member in good standing.

Section 6. Chapter President: The Chapter President is a permanent standing office elected by the Rising Phoenix membership.  The Chapter President is the principle executive Chapter member of Rising Phoenix and will supervise all business affairs of Rising Phoenix.  The Chapter President will preside at all Chapter meetings. The Chapter President will nominate an active Chapter member to serve as the Chapters Representative to the Game Base 7 Board of Directors. On a majority vote this Chapter Representative is subject to any and all requirements and restrictions laid out in the Game Base 7 Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 7. Chapter Vice President: The Chapter Vice President is a permanent standing office elected by the Rising Phoenix membership. In the absence of the Chapter President or in the event of their inability or refusal to act, the Chapter Vice President, will perform the duties of the Chapter President, and when so acting, shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions of the office of the Chapter President. The Chapter Vice President is to perform such other duties as may be directed to them by the Chapter President and serves as the default Chapter Representative should no other Rising Phoenix member be willing, available, or qualified.  

Section 8. Chapter Secretary: The Chapter Secretary is a permanent standing office elected by the Rising Phoenix membership. In the absence of both the Chapter President and Chapter Vice President or in the event of their inability or refusal to act, the Chapter Secretary will perform the duties of the Chapter President, and when so acting, shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions of the office of the Chapter President. The Chapter Secretary is to perform such other duties as may be directed to them by the Chapter President.  The Chapter Secretary is responsible for maintaining the records of the organization, minutes of the meetings, and the official documents of the organization, including membership rosters and other vital documents.

Section 9. Chapter Treasurer: The Chapter Treasurer is a permanent standing office elected by the Rising Phoenix membership. In the absence of the Chapter President, Chapter Vice President, and Chapter Secretary or in the event of the inability or refusal to act, the Chapter Treasurer will perform the duties of the Chapter President, and when so acting shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions of the office of the Chapter President. The Chapter Treasurer is to perform such other duties as may be directed to them by the Chapter President. The Chapter Treasurer has charge and custody of and is responsible for all funds and securities of Rising Phoenix. They must receive and give receipts for moneys due and payable to Rising Phoenix from any source, deposit all such monies in the name of Rising Phoenix in such banks trust companies or other depositories as selected by the Chapter. The Treasurer is responsible for preparing and filing all tax items as required by the federal and state government, and maintaining their documentation.

Section 10. Chapter Sergeant-at-Arms: The Chapter Sergeant-at-Arms is a permanent standing office elected by the Rising Phoenix membership. In the absence of the Chapter President, Chapter Vice President, Chapter Secretary, and Chapter Treasurer or in the event of the inability or refusal to act, the Chapter Sergeant-at-Arms will perform the duties of the Chapter President, and when so acting shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions of the office of the Chapter President. The Chapter Sergeant-at-Arms is to perform such other duties as may be directed to them by the Chapter President. The Sergeant-at-Arms is responsible for maintaining order during Chapter meetings and Events.
Section 11. Additional Chapter Officers: Additional Chapter Officers can be appointed by a ¾ majority of the membership at large or by a simple majority of the membership at large during a special election or general election. Additional Chapter officers must meet the Chapters Officer eligibility requirements as set forth in Article III Section 5. A maximum of two Additional Officers may be appointed in any given year. Additional Officers shall serve until the next scheduled election.

Section 12. Removal of Chapter Officers: A petition for the removal of a Chapter Officer must be signed by at least 1/3 of the full membership and filed with the Chapter Officers.  The Chapter Officer in question will be notified in writing of this action, not less then fourteen days before the next scheduled meeting.  See Article II Section 1 for rules regarding notification.  The matter will be voted on and finalized during the next scheduled meeting. 

ARTICLE IV: CONTRACTS, CHECKS, DEPOSITS AND FUNDS
SECTION 1. CONTRACTS: Contracts must be approved by the Chapter at a regular chapter meeting and must be signed by two chapter officers, not related to one another.

SECTION 2. CHECKS, DRAFTS, ETC: All checks, drafts, or orders for the payment of money issued in the name of Rising Phoenix shall be signed by the Treasurer and one other chapter member not related to the Treasurer. If the Treasurer cannot, for any reason, sign such orders of payment, the Chapter President may designate another Chapter officer thereof to do so in the Treasurers’ place. There will be a minimum of three (3) signatories on each account held by Rising Phoenix.

SECTION 3. GIFTS: The Chapter Officers may accept on behalf of Rising Phoenix any contribution, gift, bequest or device for the general purpose of or for any specific purpose of Rising Phoenix. All gifts must be reported to an elected Rising Phoenix Officer and the Game Base 7 Board of Directors.

SECTION 4. APPROVAL OF REIMBURSEMENTS: Any Rising Phoenix member hoping to be reimbursed for monies spent on behalf of Rising Phoenix should receive approval at a chapter meeting or with the approval of the Chapter Treasurer and another elected Chapter Officer before actually spending any such monies. Any request for reimbursement of monies spent by Rising Phoenix members that have not received approval beforehand need not be honored by Rising Phoenix. Discretion is given to a majority of Rising Phoenix Officer and/or two thirds majority vote at a chapter meeting to approve reimbursement of expenditures that failed to get approval beforehand. 

SECTION 5. TIME LIMIT ON REIMBURSEMENTS: Any Rising Phoenix member seeking reimbursement for an approved payment made on behalf of Rising Phoenix has six months from the date that the expenditure was paid out to submit a receipt for that expenditure. The treasurer will not pay out any reimbursements until a receipt is received. If the receipt is not dated the submitting party must provide some form of proof that the expenditure was made in the last six months. Receipts older than six months need not be honored by Rising Phoenix. 

SECTION 6. OTHER LIMITS ON REIMBURSEMENTS: The Chapter may at their discretion establish further criteria and guidelines for legitimate reimbursements or instruct the Chapter Treasurer to do so with a simple majority vote at a Chapter meeting. 

ARTICLE V: BOOKS AND RECORDS
SECTION 1. BOOKS AND RECORDS: Rising Phoenix shall keep correct and complete books and records of accounts, and keep minutes of the proceedings at its Chapter meetings. Rising Phoenix will keep a record listing the names and addresses of its members. All books and records of Rising Phoenix may be inspected by any member, or their agent or attorney, for proper reason at any time.

ARTICLE VI: FISCAL YEAR
SECTION 1. FISCAL YEAR: The fiscal year of Rising Phoenix shall begin on the first day of January and end the last day of December each year.

ARTICLE VII: DUES 
SECTION 1. ANNUAL DUES: Rising Phoenix reserves the ability to decide if it does or does not need to charge dues. A two thirds majority vote at a regular meeting with at least 3 Officers in favor is required to begin charging or cancel charging dues. The Chapter by majority vote at a regular meeting determines the amount of initiation fee, if any, and annual dues payable to Rising Phoenix by members.

SECTION 2. PAYMENT OF DUES: Dues are considered due on the member’s expiration date, and are payable in advance for the following year at any time. If dues are paid by checks, and in the instance of a bounced check, all expenses are to be covered by the payee, plus a 5 dollar up charge due to the inconvenience of the chapter. 

SECTION 3: DEFAULT AND TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP: Any member is considered in default of payment of dues if their payment is not received by their expiration date. Their membership will automatically be terminated one month following that date.

ARTICLE VIII: WAIVER OF NOTICE 
SECTION 1. WAIVER: Whenever notice is required to be given under the provisions of the Bylaws of Rising Phoenix, a waiver thereof in writing signed by the person entitled to such notice, whether before or after the time stated therein, shall be deemed equivalent to giving of such notice.

